Saturday, September 05, 2009

Dear Mr. Williams,

Thank you for taking the time to respond to Hedtogardo’s question about your involvement in theecaf my cousins,
Denis Calderon and Julio Maldonado. As you knoand others believe Denis and Julio were wrongfadigvicted and
now stand on the brink of deportation, facing pererd exile from their family here in the U.S. Wevlasked you to
explain to the mothers of Julio and Denis your ioléhis miscarriage of justice.

From the start, the investigation was incompletd hiased. None of the 20+ people identified by yown witnesses
(Boemer and Heim) who directly or indirectly attadkDenis and Julio were ever interrogated. Moreoitamtly, none of
the people who were nearest Christian during héckton Denis testified either. The five “at these” withesses you did
bring forth were unreliable (caught in lies and ftioting testimonies during cross examination) dmased (good friends
of Christian). Most crucially, extensive detaile@dical records show that Christian did not havéngls trace of trauma
to his head or body. Physical evidence by medixpégs can not be denied. You said:

Please feel free to contact me at your conveniedeewith many cases this was a case filled witisi@n, and was
very unfortunate, but you need to learn the faEte two hispanic males were being called hameselgral young
white males. the hispanics responded, and a \Wlbigethrew a bottle at the hispanic males. Thisl leaa street fight

between the two hispanic males and a large croweh@t teenagers

I am well acquainted with the facts of this caséhave reviewed the court transcripts of the originials and all

subsequent appeals. Boemer (your witness) testifirtinamed his friends and brother as the oneswehe yelling the
racial slurs. Boemer also testified he didn’t $e240 oz. beer bottles thrown, instead he heard threp. However, after it
was all over, the street had broken glass from ter@t to Denis’ home on Rosalie. Boemer stateddhigt three were
fighting with Denis, but that did not match whatuymther witnesses described as a “crowd” (20 wenaed between
Boemer and Heim). When a group of white drunkenyngomen are screaming racial slurs; chasing; thmgvkiottles;

physically attacking and threatening Latinos witlere more violence, is by definition a racial attacit a street fight. You
said:

One of the hispanic males ran into his home to gydtaseball bat the other ran to his car to getchisclub.
Pennsylvania law allows for self-defense but doasallow you to retreat to places of safety anghtto launch an
offense. When the male cam back from the car smingis car-club at folks he struck Christian Saladat the base
of his skull. All withnesses claimed that Christiaad not been a part of the original fight and wasrmed, and ran tq
the block to sewhat was aoina o

As per the trial transcripts, Julio grabbed theut¢lanti-theft device from his car in an attempt&fend Denis, who was
being stabbed by Christian and pummeled by otheaclksers. Denis was cut and he still has the sétesvas freed when
the attackers backed away after Christian collapBedis then ran into his house to call 911 (whighwife did) hoping
Julio was already inside. When he realized Julie stdl outside and saw a mob on his front poretljryg and threatening
the safety of his family, he grabbed a bat to bhekn away and to look for Julio. Denis had loshsigf Julio from the
moment the attack divided them. He didn’t even kdoNio had potentially saved his live. He neverdmiyone with the bat
or launched an offense. He was strictly movingrtiod away from his home, as witnesses testified.

Even though the two 17-year old girls (your witresgswho were together sitting on their front poochthe next block 400
feet away with obstruction in between constantlgrded their testimonies during the various procegedif this case,
they were the only ones who stated seeing Chrigtérhit in the back of the head by Julio and ia biack and on the
stomach (while Christian was down) by Denis. HoweVfethey are to be believed when they testifibi,t then there
should have been some medical evidence that sudbmaoccurred. There was none. Additionally, HelBoemer and
Townsend (all much closer in distance to Christaard your only other “at the scene” witnesses)ftedtthat they did not
see Julio or Denis hit Christian at any time.

Christian Saladino (18) was portrayed as a peacernaid innocent bystander, by his friends (younesses). However,
for his young age, he already had an extensiveryisif violence. At trial, Officer Royster testiighat on 3/2/94 -
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Christian (a minor at the time) and friends beatJopn Brunner on Cheltenham and Loretta. Ironic&lifiristian was
charged with the same exact charges that Denigaiml faced as a result of their attack. The caae @ropped. Officer
Mora also testified that on 7/26/96 (one week hbeftire attack) Christian was arrested after punchimgfficer and
threatening him with a gun. His trial was ironigadicheduled within days of Denis and Julio’s tridissa Townsend who
was your witness and the girl Christian had beéantg to prior to joining the attack, testified thahen they heard the
bottles breaking and all the commotion (yes, he m@art of the initial attack, but Boemer didtifgshe was with them),
Christian was adamant about going over to whereattaek was actually taking place (in front of D2iome) and pushed
her out of the way when she tried to stop him lpcking his path. She said she tried to stop himrabse she thought he
would get in “trouble”. Christian was found by tharamedics in front of Denis’ home.

And while it was never admitted by Christian’s frits (your witnesses), the Private Investigatorchivg Denis and Julio
discovered that on the night of the attack, Clarstand his friends were out on a “vengeance in mgmfi their best
friend “LilI' Jake” (John Shaffer) who had been &l (almost to the date) one year earlier by ancAfriAmerican. The
investigator also found that Christian had beemected to the beating of Robert McCalister (43\vhrat was described
as a “clash of generations” rooted from Jake’s raurd@his attack left Mr. McCalister with a brokeheek bone (Phila.
News 9/6/95). Christian and many of the attackieas were identified shared a tattoo “In memoryakeJ. Today, there is
still the graffiti post (next to Frontenac Bar, waéenis and Julio were heading) in memory of JReial tension was a
common theme in that neighborhood (as per newslestifrom 1995 and on). Before making any chargesull
investigation on these events known by the Phifadeal Police Department and the District Attorneyfice should have
been done, not to mention running fingerprints anBMNA on the knifes and Denis’ T-shirt collectedlze scene.

Denis and Julio do not have a violent history of aort, on or off the record. Denis is a family ma&ho would never
entertain the risk of his or his family’s safetyn @at night, Julio was “dressed up” and was gainige on his way to “The
Felton”, a landmark nightclub co-owned by Denisothier (right after their quick drink at FrontenaarB These Latinos
had no reason to escalate the confrontation innaryy even though your withesses presented thehatnatay. You said:

The force of the blow to the skul caused a subcheaiotoma and as a result oxygen was cut off thithi@. The
hispanic male that had rushed into the safety ©bhin home came back out to the street swingingdtis He held it
over Christian Saladino as he lay on the groundrenscreamed that everyone should stay back oohwrack
Christian again. Christian Saladino lived in agita for almost 6 months. He never spoke agaihaatthe ability to
move any of his body parts voluntarily. He wasHarged from the hospital and lived the rest ofifésn a bed

placed on the first floor of his family's home

Christian had a “Subarachnoid Hemorrhage”. Dr. Bieale (Neuro Pediatric Specialist and your medegiert)
translated Dr. Brunner’s notes on Christian’s maldiecords. She confirmed that Dr. Brunner (hisgidigin at Moss) was
“unable to determine any external stimuli calsbé hemorrhage. It is true that blunt trauma dozduse such an effect,
but blunt trauma would also leave traces, somettiiagwas never found on Christian at any time.

It became clear during the murder trial that basednedical expert (Forensic Pathologist Dr. Hofmewgluation of the
medical evidence (including autopsy report); Chaisinever sustained any trauma on his head or tdiyh could have
led to the physical reaction he experienced. Entiwe also had learned that Christian had a pistieg blood clotting
condition which (as explained by Dr. Hofman) whembined with the excitement of the moment and thehm| he had
consumed could have produced that result. Juliemie Christian in the head.

Please note that as part of my research, | foundicakarticles that discuss Factor VIl (the preséirg blood clotting
condition Christian had) and occurrences of Sulhereicd Hemorrhage. Se@p://stroke.ahajournals.org/cgi/content/absteAd?/508
The reason | raise this is because once Dr. Hoffleamed Christian had this condition, he thoudietré could be a
relation but did not have medical proof to confitmi00%. Hence, since these findings come wellrafte trial, | am not
offering it as an error in court, but | do feekifmportant to note that although this medical emtion may not have been
proven then, it could certainly be proven today.
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You said:

The two hispanic males were charged with Aggravatesault and related offenses. the were foundydayl a judge.

Christian Saladino later died as a direct restilthe strike to his head and both hispanic men vetr@rged with
homicide. A jury found them not guilty of the chgas. Those are the facts. It was wrong for thi¢ewhales to do
what they did and it was wrong for Christian Satadio lose his life.

It was never proven via any medical record or exigstimony that Christian died as a direct resfithe strike to his head
— since no physical trauma was ever found on hadher body. Your own witness (in the murder triBl). Bruno
(Christian’s attending neurosurgeon) testified dgrcross examination that there was no proof Ganisivas hit in the
head. That is why Denis and Julio were acquittelbith the murder trial and the appeal’s evidentfearing.

With all due respect, the facts you mentioned weneer proven to a jury. Judge Smith did find Jaliwl Denis guilty in a
trial with no jury, but later vacated his own coetion in effort to give them a new fair trial. Heated ‘Had the Trier of
Fact heard the expert opinion at trial the outcomay have been differénfJudge Smith — 05/01/2000). Byffier of

Fact” Judge Smith was referring to himself in the iairtrial. By saying this, Judge Smith conceded tle@might have
made a terrible mistake. That is just one indicatbhow these two Latinos were denied justice ftbmstart of this case.

Mr. Williams, the only other point | would like tmake today is the same one that several lawyershatie reviewed this
case, starting with Mr. Marino, who was Denis’ tidgfense lawyer and former prosecutor/colleagies/fr of yours and
including Mr. Mitchell Bober, the prosecutor in ebe of the appeal you initiated and won. To pun iMr. Bober’s own
words to “Al Dia” on 12/12/2004 as he tried to catalize why an investigation on the “Hate CrimeVeetook place; he
stated This was not about the attack on them; but it wasalise two parents had a son in the cemeétdtyat is exactly
the point we have always made. From the beginrontpé end, causation that led to self defense g@aréd and never
investigated. You brought Christian into the caaotn on a gurney, in a coma as a way to put focutherinjury and
prejudice the Judge; and it worked. However, Jugigéh showed remorse and compassion to Denis wiheefig back to
jail” hearing that the Saladino’s wanted to expedihe Judge did not give in to their demands.ebuthe statedl
wrestled with this case, they brought their sonom a gurney, | remember that so well. It was ringti But | also
remember these two individuals who had no recogd#g around the corner to get a beer and beingckitd by these
racists...”. Judge Smith granted Denis permission to returnrigmp on the day he requested - after the holidsgshe
could spend a few more days with his family.

My heart goes out to the Saladino family for thegs, but my family is suffering too.

| do understand that in this day of age, it isidifit to identify true innocence (noted by the edige ongoing focus and
new findings on wrongful convictions); however wanmot allow losing ground in the foundation of dudicial system
where it is Better to free 10 guilty men, than to lock up ONEoicent mah

Justice will be served the day these two Latin@s granted a new trial or exonerated from all caiois. It will not
restore the years they lost or the pain their fi@nihave suffered, but it would certainly resolkeit pending deportation.

As proven, Judge Smith tried to correct a wrongy m@sk you to do the same. Please know that Jifibe one in most
danger as we approach his deportation deadlin@te®ber 12 - | look forward to your response.

Your time and assistance is greatly appreciated.

Respectfully yours,

WMaria Ralon

http://www.DenisAndJulioAndFaith.com
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